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Kari A. Oyen, PhD, LP, NCSP
Division of Counseling and Psychology in Education 
School Psychology Program, Delzell Education Center
414. E. Clark St., Vermillion, SD, 57069
Email: Kari.Oyen@usd.edu  

EDUCATION

2016 Ph.D.		The University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD
			Counseling and Psychology in Education
Specialization: School Psychology 

2008 Ed.S.		The University of South Dakota, Vermillion, SD
			Counseling and Psychology in Education
Specialization: School Psychology 

2005 B.A.		Augustana University, Sioux Falls, SD
			Major: Psychology

EMPLOYMENT & SELECTED COMMITTEE WORK

2024-present	NASP Liaison to the American Psychological Association 
Task Force on Model Licensure Act

2023-present		Associate Professor (tenured)
			School Psychology Program-Ed.S. & Ph.D. (NASP-approved)
			Division of Counseling and Psychology in Education
			University of South Dakota

2021-2024		Chair
			Government Professional Relations Committee
			National Association of School Psychologists

2020-present		School Psychology Program Director
			Division of Counseling and Psychology in Education
			University of South Dakota

2008-present		Multi-tiered Systems of Support Coordinator
			South Dakota Department of Education
			Special Education Programs

2017-2023		Assistant Professor (tenure-track)
			School Psychology Program (NASP-approved)
			Division of Counseling and Psychology in Education
			University of South Dakota

2019-2021		Co-Chair
			Government Professional Relations Committee
			National Association of School Psychologists

2015-2019		Central Region Representative
			Government Professional Relations Committee
			National Association of School Psychologists

2014-2019		Psychological Assessment Consultant
Stronghold Counseling, South Central Cooperative, and Tea School District

2009-2024	Board Member (Treasurer 2009-2016; President 2016-2018; Faculty Representative 2018-2024)
			South Dakota Association of School Psychologists

2007-2017		District-Wide School Psychologist
			Lennox School District 41-4
			Lennox, SD

LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATIONS

Licensed Psychologist- South Dakota #581

National Certification in School Psychology- #37496

South Dakota School Psychologist Certification #69946

SELECTED PEER- REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

Oyen, K., Medley, M., Smith, S. (2023). State advocacy action model: The future of advocacy decision-making for school psychology state associations. Contemporary School Psychology. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40688-022-00414-8#citeas

Oyen, K., Schweinle, A. (2021). Addressing teacher shortages in rural america: What factors help new teachers apply to teach in rural settings? The Rural Educator, 41(3), 12-25. https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ruraleducator/vol41/iss3/2/

Eklund, K., Burns, M., Oyen, K., DeMarchena, S., McCollum, E. (2020). An examination of school quality through the lens of attendance:  A meta-analytic review. School Psychology Review, 51(1), 95-111. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/2372966X.2020.1789436

Hajovsky, D., Oyen, K., Chesnut, S., Curtin, S. (2019). Teacher-student relationship quality and mathematics achievement: The mediating role of teacher self-efficacy. Psychology in the Schools, 57(1), 11-134. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pits.22322

Oyen, K., Eklund, K., von der Embse, N. (2019). The landscape of advocacy in public schools: The role of school psychologists. Psychological Services. https://psycnet.apa.org/doiLanding?doi=10.1037%2Fser0000373

Oyen, K., Wollersheim-Shervey, S. (2018). An examination of critical elements of positive frameworks:  Impact in rural environments for school-based practitioners. Contemporary School Psychology, 23, 388-400. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40688-018-0198-6

SELECTED REFERREED BOOK CHAPTERS

[bookmark: _Hlk100137052]Goforth, A. & Oyen, K.A. (Summer, 2023). Best Practices in Promoting Equitable Services and Social Justice in Rural Schools. In P. Harrison, S. Proctor, and A. Thomas (Eds). Best Practices in School Psychology-7th edition.

Oyen, K. A. (Summer, 2019). Challenges unique to rural school psychology. In M. Burns (Ed). Introduction to School Psychology (pp. 448-462). New York, NY:  Oxford University Press.

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS      

Oyen, K., Kilburn, A. (Spring, 2025). PREPaRE workshop 2, SD School Crisis Prevention and Response Hub, Brookings, SD. 

Oyen, K., & Kilburn, A. (Spring, 2025). PREPaRE workshop 1, SD School Crisis Prevention and Response Hub, Brookings, SD. 

Oyen, K., & Hubert, P. (Winter, 2025). Positive behavior supports coaches training, SD Department of Education, Sioux Falls, SD.

Oyen, K., & Hubert, P. (Winter, 2025). De-escalation for school-aged youth, Sioux Falls School District, Sioux Falls, SD. 

Oyen, K. (Winter, 2025). What’s advocacy got to do with it?, Minnesota School Psychology Association, Minneapolis, MN. 

Oyen, K. (Winter, 2025). Suicide prevention and response in a rural state, Minnesota School Psychology Association, Minneapolis, MN. 

Oyen, K., & Hubert, P. (Fall, 2024). Positive behavior supports coaches training, SD Department of Education, Sioux Falls, SD.

Oyen, K., & Hubert, P. (Fall, 2024). Functional behavior assessment training, South Dakota Department of Education, Sioux Falls, SD. 

Oyen, K., & Hoffman, B. (Fall, 2024). Emerging adults decision-making and effects on crimes, court, and consequences, New Hampshire Public Defenders and National Association of Public Defense, Water Valley, NH. 

Oyen, K. (Summer, 2024). Rural school psychology, University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse, LaCrosse, WI. 

Oyen, K., Hubert, P., Weideman, S., & Zebill, D., (Summer, 2024). Positive behavior interventions and supports team training, SD Department of Education, Rapid City, SD. 

Oyen, K. (Spring, 2024). Navigating risk and protective factors: At-risk infants, children, and pregnancy associated deaths in south dakota, South Dakota Department of Health, Virtual. 

Oyen, K. (Spring, 2024). Young adult decision-making and effects on problem behavior, Lutheran Social Services, Virtual. 

Oyen, K. (Fall 2023). Preventing system involvement for adolescents: Young adult decision-making and effects on problem behavior. Family Violence Prevention, Aberdeen, SD. 

Oyen, K., & Hubert, P. (Fall 2023). Positive behavior supports coaches training, SD Department of Education, Sioux Falls, SD. 

Oyen, K., Kilburn, A., & Garland, B. (Fall 2023). PREPaRE workshop 1, SAMHSA Disaster Relief Grant, Vermillion, SD.

Oyen, K., & Hubert, P. (Summer, 2023). De-escalation for school-aged youth, Scotland School District, Scotland, SD. 

Oyen, K. (Summer, 2023). Suicide prevention and postvention. SD Department of Behavioral Health, Sioux Falls, SD. 

Oyen, K. (Summer, 2023). Grassroots advocacy for school psychologists. National Association of School Psychologists, Washington, DC. 

[bookmark: _Hlk195558263]Oyen, K. (Spring, 2023). Preventing system involvement for adolescents: Young adult decision-making and effects on problem behavior. Unified Judicial System, Sioux Falls, SD.

Oyen, K. (Spring, 2023). Assessing dyslexia. Midwest Dyslexia Network, Virtual. 

Oyen, K. (Spring, 2023). Preventing system involvement for adolescents: Young adult decision-making and effects on problem behavior. Court Services Officers, Deadwood, SD. 

Oyen, K., & Szarko, J. (Winter, 2023). Legislative and public policy update. National Association of School Psychologists, Denver, CO. 

Oyen, K., Cerney, S., Bass, K., & Thomes, T. (Summer 2022). Framework for safe and successful schools. SD Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreatment, Zoom platform.

Oyen, K. (Winter, 2022). Child maltreatment and theory of mind, A systematic review. National Association of School Psychologists Annual Conference, Boston, MA.

Oyen, K. (Fall, 2021). The effects of trauma on problem behavior. A presentation for the Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreatment, Sioux Falls, SD via zoom platform.

Oyen, K., Hubert, P. & Weideman, S. (Fall, 2021). Positive behavior interventions and supports annual fall coaches training. SD MTSS Project, Sioux Falls, SD.

Oyen, K. (Summer, 2021). Assessing children with reading problems and interventions for children with dyslexia. South Dakota Department of Education Summer Conference keynote, Chamberlain, SD.

Oyen, K. (Summer, 2021). The effects of trauma on problem behavior. A presentation for the Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreatment, Sioux Falls, SD via zoom platform. 

Oyen, K. (Summer, 2021). Navigating crisis for children with problem behavior. Augustana University Lighting the Way Autism Conference, Sioux Falls, SD via zoom platform.

Oyen, K., Hubert, P. McCormick-Gilles, P. & Weideman, S. (Summer, 2021). Positive behavior interventions and supports annual tier 1, tier 2, and summer booster training. SD MTSS Project, Rapid City & Sioux Falls, SD.

Oyen, K. & Boetel, M. (Spring, 2021). Disaster Mental Health Grant Partnership between USD and SD DSS. Invited Speaker in collaboration with the SD Department of Social Services, Sioux Falls, SD. 

Oyen, K. (Spring, 2021). Congressional briefing on Mental Health in Rural Education. Sponsored by Organizations Concerned about Rural Education. Washington, DC. via Zoom platform. 

Oyen, K. (Spring, 2020). Talking to kids about COVID-19. Invited Speaker in collaboration with the SD Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreatment, Vermillion, SD. 

Chesnut, S. R., Hajovsky, D., Oyen, K. & Curtin, S. (2020, Apr 17 - 21) Teacher-Student Relationship Quality and Math Achievement: The Mediating Role of Teacher Self-Efficacy [Roundtable Session]. AERA Annual Meeting San Francisco, CA http://tinyurl.com/t59a74m (Conference Canceled)

Strobach, K. & Oyen, K. (Winter, 2020). Capitol hill update. A presentation at the National Association of School Psychologists 2020 Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD.

Kuznik, A., & Oyen, K. (Winter, 2020). Factors that lead to child maltreatment in rural settings. A poster presentation at the National Association of School Psychologists 2020 Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD.

Sam, K., Oyen, K., Hajovsky, D., & Kocisko, D. (Winter, 2020). A systematic review of child maltreatment and executive functioning. A paper presentation at the National Association of School Psychologists 2020 Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD.

Oyen, K. & Faustino, P. (Winter, 2020). Tweet, tweet.  Using social media to advocate to decision-makers. National Association of School Psychologists 2020 Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD.

Oyen, K. (Winter, 2020). The landscape of mental health in south dakota public schools. Invited Speaker, Vermillion, SD.

Oyen, K. (Winter, 2020). Advancing the value of your role and best practices for children:  Ignite your inner advocate!, Invited Keynote, Tennessee Association of School Psychologists, Nashville, TN.

Oyen, K. (Fall, 2019). The impact of trauma on problem behavior: Considerations for school-based professionals, 19th Annual Community Response to Child Abuse Conference, Sioux Falls, SD.

Oyen, K. (Fall, 2019). Advancing the value of your role and best practices for children:  Ignite your inner advocate!, Invited Keynote, NSPA Annual Fall Conference, Lincoln, NE.

Oyen, K. (Summer, 2019). Building grassroots advocacy:  Promoting role to decision-makers. National Association of School Psychologists, Bethesda, MD. 

Oyen, K. & Baker, P. (Summer, 2019). Igniting grassroots advocacy for the colorado society of school psychologists. National Association of School Psychologists, Denver, CO. 

Oyen, K. & Faustino, P. (Winter, 2019). Tweet, tweet.  Using social media to advocate to decision-makers. National Association of School Psychologists 2019 Annual Convention, Atlanta, GA.

Cowan, K., Strobach, K., Oyen, K., & Dockweiler, K. (Winter, 2019). Promoting your role & enhancing your value with decision-makers. National Association of School Psychologists 2019 Annual Convention, Atlanta, GA.

Oyen, K. (Fall, 2018). Advancing the value of your role and best practices for children:  Ignite your inner advocate!, Invited Keynote, OSPA Annual Fall Conference, Edmund, OK.

Oyen, K., & Hubert, P. (Summer, 2018). De-escalating strategies for students with problem behavior. Associated School Boards of South Dakota and School Administrators of South Dakota Joint Conference, Sioux Falls, SD. 

Oyen, K., Hubert, P., & Weideman, S. (Summer, 2018). Preventing the inappropriate use of seclusion and restraints in schools, South Dakota Department of Education, Sioux Falls, Rapid City, Aberdeen, Mobridge, & Pierre, SD.

Cowan, K., Oyen, K., & Dockweiler, K. (Winter, 2018). Promoting your role & enhancing your value with decision-makers. National Association of School Psychologists 2018 Annual Convention, Chicago, IL.

Strobach, K. & Oyen, K. (Fall, 2017). Navigating ESSA for school based mental health providers. National Center for School Mental Health Conference, Washington, D.C.

von der Embse, N., & Oyen, K. (Summer, 2017). Achieving policy solutions with effective grassroots advocacy. National Association of School Psychologist Public Policy Institute, Washington, D.C. 

Oyen, K. & Cowan, K. (Winter, 2017). Advancing school psychologist as highly qualified mental and behavioral health providers. National Association of School Psychologists 2017 Annual Convention, San Antonio, TX.

FUNDED GRANTS

Oyen, K., Zahn, M., Helbig, K. (Principal), “South Dakota Mental Health Service Professional Demonstration Grant.” Sponsored by United States Office of Elementary & Secondary Education, Federal, $3,067,522.00 (April 1, 2023-December 31, 2028). Funded.

Oyen, K., "South Dakota School Crisis Prevention and Response Hub," Sponsored by SD Department of Behavioral Health, State, $448,673.00. (June 2024 - May 2025). Funded.

Oyen, K., "South Dakota School Crisis Prevention and Response Hub," Sponsored by SD Department of Behavioral Health, State, $427,020.00. (June 2023 - May 2024). Funded.

Oyen, K., "South Dakota School Crisis Prevention and Response Hub," Sponsored by SD Department of Behavioral Health, State, $183,752. (June 2022 - May 2023).

Oyen, K. (Principal), "SD Disaster Relief Grant," Sponsored by SAMHSA, Federal, $342,000.00. (October 1, 2021 - September 30, 2022). Funded.

Oyen, K. (Principal), "South Dakota Disaster Relief Grant," Sponsored by SAMHSA, Federal, $400,000.00. (October 1, 2020 - September 30, 2021). Funded.

Oyen, K. (Principal), Hajovsky, D. (Co-Principal), "Social Demographic Characteristics and Disability Types Associated with Child Maltreatment in South Dakota," Sponsored by University of South Dakota School of Education School Psychology Program, State, $10,000.00. (July 10, 2020 - Present). Funded.

Oyen, K. (Principal), "Understanding the Landscape of Child Maltreatment in Rural Settings," Sponsored by Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreatment, $10,000.00. (July 1, 2019 - Present). Funded.

Oyen, K., "Idaho Rural PBIS Implementation Project," Sponsored by Department of Defense, Federal, $500.00. (March 2018 - March 2024). Funded.

Schweinle, A. (Co-Principal), Oyen, K. (Co-Principal), "Factors That Help New Teachers Persist to Teaching in Rural Settings.," Sponsored by Bush Foundation in Sub-contract with NDSU, Private, $5,037.00. (November 2017 - November 2018). Funded.

Curtin, S. (Supporting), Hajovsky, D. (Principal), Oyen, K. (Co-Principal), "The Mediating Role of Teacher Self-Efficacy.," Sponsored by School of Education, The University of South Dakota, $700.00. (August 2018). Funded.

Oyen, K. A. (Principal), "2018 Summer Training Institute for Research in Child Abuse and Neglect," Sponsored by National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), Federal. (June 1, 2018 - August 30, 2018). Funded.

HIGHLIGHTED SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

2024-present	University Senator, The University of South Dakota
	School of Education Representative
	
2023-present	Project Director; South Dakota Mental Health Service Professional Demonstration Grant
	University of South Dakota

2020-present		Project Director; SD School Crisis Prevention and Response Hub
			University of South Dakota
	
2023-present	Champion for Community; Faculty and Staff Recruitment and Retention
	The University of South Dakota Strategic Plan

2021-2024		Lead Psychologist
			The University of South Dakota Threat Assessment Team (TART)	

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES & AWARDS

2025			Presidential Award, National Association of School Psychologists
2025			Professor of the Game, University of South Dakota
2024			Excellence in Service Award, USD School of Education
2023			Presidential Award, National Association of School Psychologists
2020-present		Editorial Board, School Psychology Review
2020-present		Editorial Board, Contemporary School Psychology 
2020			Spirit of Charlie, The President's Celebration of University Leadership.
2019	President's Certificate of Achievement, National Association of School Psychologists.
2019			Governor Appointee; Special Education Interim Legislative Committee
2019			Excellence in Service Award, USD School of Education.
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